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Division 37: Housing and Works, $177 906 000 — 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts, Minister for Housing and Works. 

Mr J. Coles, Director General. 

Mr S. Hamilton, Acting Deputy Director General, Housing. 

Mr S. Hackett, Deputy Director General, Works.  

Ms K. Schmidt, Director, Commercial Property.  

Mr G. Kar, Acting Director, Office of the Deputy Director General, Housing.  

Mr P.M. Juliff, Manager, Planning and Performance. 

Mr G. Vlahos, Manager, Government Reporting and Compliance.  

The CHAIRMAN: This estimates committee will be reported by Hansard. The daily proof Hansard will be 
published by 9.00 am tomorrow.  

The estimates committee’s consideration of the estimates will be restricted to discussion of those items for which 
a vote of money is proposed in the consolidated account. This is the prime focus of the committee. While there is 
scope for members to examine many matters, questions need to be clearly related to a page number, item, 
program, or amount within the volumes. For example, members are free to pursue performance indicators that 
are included in the budget statements while there remains a clear link between the questions and the estimates. It 
is the intention of the Chairman to ensure that as many questions as possible are asked and answered and that 
both questions and answers are short and to the point. 

The minister may agree to provide supplementary information to the committee, rather than asking that the 
question be put on notice for the next sitting week. For the purpose of following up the provision of this 
information, I ask the minister to clearly indicate to the committee which supplementary information she agrees 
to provide and I will then allocate a reference number. If supplementary information is to be provided, I seek the 
minister’s cooperation in ensuring that it is delivered to the committee clerk by 6 June 2008, so that members 
may read it before the report and third reading stages. If the supplementary information cannot be provided 
within that time, written advice is required of the day by which the information will be made available. Details in 
relation to supplementary information have been provided to both members and advisers and accordingly I ask 
the minister to cooperate with those requirements. 

I caution members that if a minister asks that a matter be put on notice, it is up to the member to lodge the 
question on notice with the Clerk’s office. Only supplementary information that the minister agrees to provide 
will be sought by 6 June 2008. 

It will also greatly assist if when referring to the program statements, volumes or the consolidated account 
estimates, members give the page number, item, program and amount in preface to their question.  

I call the member for South Perth. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I refer to page 623 of the Budget Statements. Service 1 is “Delivery, Management and 
Maintenance of Government Buildings, Projects and Office Accommodation”. Why has the total cost of the 
service increased by $78 million between the budgeted figure for 2007-08 and the estimated actual figure?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Is the member referring to the figures towards the bottom of the page?   

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am referring to the figures for the total cost of service. The 2007-08 budget figure was 
$832 875 000. The estimated actual figure for the same year has gone up to $910 892 000.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: As members can see from the Budget Statements, this is essentially because of an 
increased works program. The more public works the government undertakes, the more it costs to service them.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Can the minister be more specific about where that extra money was spent?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The number of projects costing over $10 million, for example, has increased 
dramatically. I will give an indication of that to the member. The Western Australian Museum, which is at the 
planning stage, is a $505 million project. The Perth performing arts centre project is a $91 million project that is 
under construction. The Fiona Stanley Hospital is a $1.761 billion project. Under construction is the Perth Arena, 
which is a $335 million project. The Perth multi-use stadium is a $1.1 billion project that is in the planning stage. 
The construction of an entertainment centre in Albany is at the tender stage and is a $49 million project. Under 
the Country High School Hostels Authority is a $17.6 million project involving Albany Residential College, 
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which is under construction. The central business district courts project was a $37.3 million project. The upgrade 
of the Kalgoorlie Courthouse is a $30.7 million project. Planning is underway on the Carnarvon police and 
justice centre, which is a $40 million project. Accommodation will be upgraded at Bandyup Women’s Prison at a 
cost of $15.8 million and at Bunbury Regional Prison at a cost of $15.4 million. The construction of a new prison 
at Derby is a $92.7 million project, which is at the design stage. Stage 1 of a secure facility for men at the 
Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison is at the planning stage and is an $88.1 million project. Stage 1 of Ashdale 
Secondary College is under construction and is a $32.2 million project. A new high school will be built at Atwell 
at a cost of $36.1 million. The new Bannister Creek Primary School is a $12.6 million project. Comet Bay 
College is a $24.7 million project. A new primary school will be built in Craigie at a cost of $12.8 million. The 
construction of the Dalyellup middle school is a $26.1 million project. Ellenbrook Secondary College is a 
$24.7 million project.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Is the minister doing this alphabetically?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: These are all Department of Education and Training projects. The replacement of the 
Fitzroy Crossing District High School is a $31.7 million project. There is another page just of education and 
training projects. We then come to some big health projects. For example, the new Swan Health Campus will 
cost $117.8 million. There is the Busselton Integrated District Health Service project at a cost of $71.8 million. 
There are literally pages of such projects, including those under the Department of Sport and Recreation and the 
WA Police. There has never been a works program of this magnitude ever before.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I understand that. However, I think the minister is missing the point. We are looking for 
an increase of only $78 million. The minister has reeled off projects that go into many billions of dollars. I asked 
how the $78 million was spent. Has any of this been spent on government offices?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member is actually talking about billions of dollars.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, I am talking about $78 million. The total cost of services has increased by 
$78 million. The minister cannot include the Fiona Stanley Hospital or anything like that in that increase.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Can I just help the member? I presume the member is talking about the difference 
between $832 billion—I stress the word “billion”—and $910 billion. They are thousands of millions.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: No, it is $832 million. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: No, it is $832 billion. One needs to add three zeros to the figure. I will ask Mr Coles to 
clarify the issue.  

Mr J. Coles: At the top of the column is the figure “$’000”, which needs to be added to the figures below. The 
first figure under the total cost of service is $699 million, then it is $832 million and $910 million. As the 
minister said, it then goes to $1 billion in 2008-09. It is not just a difference of $78 million. We are talking about 
the difference between $832 million — 

[2.10 pm] 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: It is $78 million. I understand that billions of dollars worth of projects are on the books. 
Why has the figure increased from a budgeted $832 million to an estimated actual figure of $910 million? That 
$78 million has been spent on something. Has it been spent on planning Fiona Stanley Hospital or building new 
government offices in the central business district?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will go through the specific details. The increase is due to a $68.6 million increase in 
client turnover activities, a $6.917 million increase in operational activities and a $2.5 million increase in one-off 
project costs. It is a 9.37 per cent increase above budget.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: How much of that $78 million was spent on buildings or offices for government agencies?  

Mr J. Coles: It was spent on the delivery of government buildings and projects and office accommodation.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Can the minister advise the total floor space and cost of government buildings by agency 
or minister in the central business district over the past three years? What is the length, and value, of each 
remaining contract?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That is a very detailed question. Does the member want to know the total floor space of 
every government agency? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes, in the CBD.  

Ms K. Schmidt: I can advise that the total net lettable area in the Perth CBD is 159 496 square metres. The 
average net rent on those is $289 per square metre. I do not have the information for each agency in front of me.  
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Mr J.E. McGRATH: Can the minister advise the length and value of each of the remaining contracts?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: There are over 100 contracts. I am not sure whether the member for South Perth is on a 
fishing expedition. I do not mind tying up staff resources to undertake research if something specific is 
concerning the member.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I will let that one go.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I understand that some office spaces are now fetching in the vicinity of $600 a square 
metre. What are the causal factors for the increase from $210 a square metre to $600 a square metre? That is a 
200 per cent increase.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The increase is a result of market factors. One could ask: why has the cost of a house in 
Perth doubled in the past five years?  

Mr M.J. COWPER: It has gone up three times.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It has probably gone up three times in just over six years. Why has the cost of rental 
properties in Perth doubled in the past two years? It is a matter of supply and demand. Indeed, on average, 800 
people arrive in Western Australia each week throughout the year. There is a huge demand. It is a matter of the 
economics of demand and supply. There is a lot more office space under construction around Perth. The 
government has the 140 William Street project and other projects under construction.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I acknowledge that we are experiencing a boom and that pressure is brought to bear in 
such an environment. At the end of the day, however, it is still a significant increase. Is it the case that the 
contracts that are maturing are being renegotiated at a higher level? Is that why the government is paying in the 
vicinity of $600 a square meter in some cases?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The government, like any other business or organisation that rents office space in the 
central business district or elsewhere, pays the market rate. If the market rate goes up, that is what we are 
required to pay. Leases have review clauses. When leases are rolled over, their rent review provisions allow for 
an increase in the rent.  

Ms S.E. WALKER: I refer to service 1, “Delivery, Management and Maintenance of Government Buildings, 
Projects and Office Accommodation”, on page 622 of the Budget Statements. The Sunset Hospital site comes 
under that area. The Syme Marmion and Co report about the Sunset Hospital site referred to the University of 
Western Australia making a submission, which it never did. Is the Sunset Hospital Site Bill still in the upper 
house or has it been withdrawn? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I have asked for the bill to be withdrawn.   

Ms S.E. WALKER: The Sunset Hospital site is a very significant part of the Western Australian landscape. It is 
worth hundreds of millions of dollars. It has been sitting idle under not only this government, but also the 
previous Liberal government. I am not having a go at the minister, although perhaps I should because that is a 
disgrace.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I could say the same for the member’s attitude towards the site. She single-handedly 
stopped us from building a fantastic facility on the site!   

Ms S.E. WALKER: Mr Bill Marmion worked for the government — 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Mr Chairman, point of order. I believe that the member for Nedlands is attempting to 
ask questions about government policy direction. She is not talking about the budget.  

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for Nedlands ask her question?  

Ms S.E. WALKER: Yes. Has the minister, in relation to the budget, spoken to Mr Marmion about how the 
government will deal with that site should he become a member and how much money the government has 
decided to allocate to the site? Is it in the budget?  

[2.20 pm] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: No; it is not.  

Ms S.E. WALKER: I have been told that UWA has recently shown copies of the new plan for the Sunset site.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Is the member for Nedlands saying that UWA has a new plan?  

Ms S.E. WALKER: Yes. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: No; I am not aware of that.  
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Ms S.E. WALKER: If no money has been put aside in the budget for the Sunset site, does the minister intend to 
leave it abandoned in the next year?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: There is ongoing maintenance money in the budget. That is all at this point in time.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I refer to the second dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 621, which 
is something the minister highlighted earlier this afternoon. In light of that dot point, I draw the minister’s 
attention to the press release she issued through her office on 30 January this year announcing a major step 
forward in the delivery of housing in Western Australia, calling for expressions of interest for the provision of up 
to 200 factory-built houses to be constructed, delivered and installed in regional and remote areas of Western 
Australia. An annual program is estimated to be worth at least $60 million. Expressions of interest closed on 
27 February this year. Has the outcome of those expressions of interest come across the minister’s desk?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: At this stage, it has not come across my desk, although I understand it has reached the 
final stages.  

Mr J. Coles: We received some 15 applications through the expression of interest process, which was very 
encouraging. We are down to three serious applications in the tender process. That is being processed by the 
department at the moment. We expect a decision to be made for the minister in the first week of June. The 
minister requested this initiative, which has the propensity to deliver built houses for the state in probably a third 
of the time conventional methods of building currently deliver houses, and we are hoping for cost reductions.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I presume one of those final three expressions of interest will be the preferred tenderer. 
Have areas been targeted for the 200 houses?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It is proposed they go to country and regional areas for a combination of public housing 
and government regional officers’ housing. I understand that some particular towns have been earmarked in a 
preliminary way.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: How have those towns been earmarked? I presume locations have been prioritised. How 
has that been determined?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The department has an annual building program and priorities are set from year to year 
for which locations are due to get houses. That depends also on the GROH money that is made available to us 
and the number of houses to be built. It is not a new priority listing; we have existing priorities for 
accommodation. It is a matter of staff considering which locations are suitable for the new style of housing we 
are trialling. I anticipate that this housing will be every bit as good as housing constructed by more traditional 
methods.  

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO: I refer to the first dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 621. Can the 
minister please provide details of the 70 projects each valued at over $10 million? It would be nice if a couple 
were in my electorate of Ballajura or even closer.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Member for Ballajura, I have already highlighted some of these projects in response to 
one of the earlier questions.  

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO: I heard that, but I want the whole list.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will detail some of the ones I have not spoken of so far: Main Roads Western 
Australia, a new regional office in Chester Pass Road, Albany, at a cost of $12.5 million; renovations to Curtin 
House for WA Police, $10 million; Kimberley district police complex, under construction, $10.7 million; the 
new Perth police complex in Northbridge, $87 million; South Hedland Police Station replacement, $13.6 million; 
Pilbara police and community justice service complex, $14.1 million, already under construction; police 
operation support facility, stage 2 traffic support, under construction, in Midland, $22.6 million; the replacement 
of the livestock centre in Muchea, in the design stage, $30 million; and Department of Health projects that I 
mentioned before, such as the Peel and Rockingham-Kwinana Health Service redevelopment, stages 1 and 2 
under construction, $90.5 million; QEII Medical Centre PathWest laboratory new facility, in design stage, 
$67.5 million; reconfiguration of the Osborne Park Hospital, stage 1, $51.4 million; Denmark Health Service, 
$18 million; and Kalamunda District Community Hospital redevelopment, $10 million. Perhaps I can forward 
the member a full list of projects worth more than $10 million.   

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO: That is a great idea. Is there anything in there for Ballajura? I am happy to get the list and 
look for it myself.  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: There are probably a number of projects in Ballajura that are probably worth just below 
$10 million.  
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: I refer to service 1 on page 623, particularly some of the older properties being managed 
or disposed of. The department sold the Montgomery Hall site in Mt Claremont to a private developer. I agree 
with that sale; I am not questioning that, but I understand that it was sold by tender against the background of a 
broad development proposal for the site, which is fine. The developer now has come up with his detailed 
proposal. While there are variations, I think most can be accommodated by negotiation, involving the local 
government. However, there is one significant change in which the developer has proposed to build an entirely 
new building in a courtyard area, which I think will be four or five storeys high; in fact, it will come above the 
existing roof line of the heritage buildings. I understand the Heritage Council of Western Australia is satisfied 
with it on heritage grounds. The construction of a new building was clearly not anticipated in the tender process. 
What responsibility or role does the department continue to have when it sells a government property by tender 
and someone seeks to make what I think is quite a radical change, the merit of which has attracted mixed views? 
Does the department forget about it or does it stay engaged and make sure the tender is broadly adhered to?  
[2.30 pm] 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will ask Mr Coles to respond. 

Mr J. Coles: We sold the property and in a strict legal sense the developer is required to go through the various 
approval processes with the various authorities himself or herself. Therefore, in a straight legal sense there is no 
responsibility there. There has been correspondence to the department asking whether we could be involved in 
further talks with the developer in respect of that because, as the member indicated, it is outside the general spirit 
of what the department and the government had intended, and we are considering the matter.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A further question, if I may. 

The CHAIRMAN: A further question from the member for Cottesloe. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are two aspects to the question. I thank the officer for that answer. It seems to me 
that there is a potential risk to the department. If one of the unsuccessful tenderers effectively cries foul, saying 
that the person who won the tender is now doing something enhanced and significantly different from that of the 
unsuccessful tenderer, I would think there could be some vulnerability as it is now outside the breadth of what 
was envisaged. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will ask Mr Coles to respond. 

Mr J. Coles: As I said, the department is considering the matter and it would not be appropriate for me to 
comment any further. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Could I conclude with another question? 

The CHAIRMAN: A further question from the member for Cottesloe.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I accept the answer that the department is looking at that. As to the building itself, I will 
just comment quickly that it is a matter for the City of Nedlands to look at and so on. However, I believe it does 
raise a bit of a precedent. When the department sells a property and there is a fundamental change to the 
property, I would not say that it must be re-tendered but there has to be another step in the process. I for one am 
not all that upset about the new building, but people in the community are and they see it as fundamentally 
different. I will leave it at that.  

The CHAIRMAN: That was a statement rather than a question. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It was a point, and we have listened.  

Ms S.E. WALKER: I refer to the last dot point on land at page 638 of the Budget Statements. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member for Nedlands is in the next division again, I believe, if she is referring to 
page 638. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: I am sorry. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will I give the call to another member and then come back to the member for Nedlands? 

Ms S.E. WALKER: No. I refer to land sales under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 632 of the Budget 
Statements. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The division we are dealing with goes to page 631.  

The CHAIRMAN: Page 631 is the last page of this division. Division 37 is on pages 621 to 631—10 pages. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: I am sorry. I will find something to ask.  
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The CHAIRMAN: I will come back to the member for Nedlands. I have a few other members on the list.  

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I refer to the last dot point on page 624 of the Budget Statements. This dot point refers to 
an allocation of $2.2 million to establish a building commission. Can the minister advise what the commission 
will do, the benefits it will deliver and what is required to establish it? I certainly support the amalgamation. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I thank the member for Collie-Wellington for that question. The building commission is 
designed to consolidate building regulation through the setting and enforcement of building standards and the 
registration and auditing of key building practitioners. When it is fully operational it will register architects, 
builders, building surveyors, engineers, adjudicators, plumbers, painters and possibly electricians. It will also be 
able to provide informed advice to government and industry on building matters; support consumers, hopefully, 
with accurate and impartial information; and it will have a disputes investigation and resolution service. We 
believe that consolidating those practitioner registration and standards settings will deliver a more efficient 
administration and remove some inconsistencies. Hopefully, consumers will benefit from effectively having a 
one-stop shop. This measure, as the member may be aware, is already in place in Victoria. Initially, the building 
commission will be formed by amalgamating the Builders’ Registration Board of WA, the Painters’ Registration 
Board, the Plumbers’ Licensing Board of WA and the building industry development directorate of the 
Department of Housing and Works. The member would be aware that those boards fall under the consumer 
protection portfolio. We are hoping that after the legislation has gone through the Parliament, the new building 
commission will be able to commence operation from 1 July next year. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: I have a further question. 

The CHAIRMAN: A further question from the member for Collie-Wellington. 

Mr M.P. MURRAY: Will issues such as the personalities of people who are deemed by the Painters’ 
Registration Board as unfit as painters due to their backgrounds be addressed in this amalgamation? I can 
understand the problem. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Although that is not the reason for doing this, I can certainly understand the member’s 
concerns. Indeed, many people have questioned the need even for the Painters’ Registration Board. I know I did 
when I was the consumer protection minister for a while, given that there is no board for plasterers, bricklayers 
or whatever. Apparently, people must be registered painters if they do painting work of more than $200 in value. 
In the whole area of consumer protection there are boards that would probably benefit from greater regulation 
and it is possible that some could benefit from less. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: I refer to service 1, “Delivery, Management and Maintenance of Government Buildings, 
Projects and Office Accommodation”, on page 623 of the Budget Statements. Does the minister have control 
over the publicly owned land that used to house the Cottage Hospice in Shenton Park?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Not that I am aware of. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: It is publicly owned land. If the minister does not have control over it, who does? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I expect it is the Department of Health. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: I have a further question. 

The CHAIRMAN: A further question from the member for Nedlands. 

Ms S.E. WALKER: Does the minister have control over the land surrounding the windmill site on the peninsula 
in South Perth? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Again, not that I am aware of. I do not think so, no. I expect the land in that vicinity is 
probably in the — 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: National Trust of Australia? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: It could be in the National Trust. It is possible that the City of South Perth has a vesting 
from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I refer to the second dot point on page 621 of the Budget Statements. Does the 
department enter into any sort of partnership with regional organisations—local councils, for example—to build 
more appropriate housing in regional communities? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will preface my remarks by saying that, obviously, my department liaises with local 
governments in regional areas on a regular basis on a range of matters. However, in terms of a joint venture that 
was specifically raised by the member — 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: By interjection, a financial arrangement? 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will pass that question over to Mr Coles. 

Mr J. Coles: The department regularly talks to people in local authorities, local builders and local suppliers with 
regard to getting the best return from the government’s point of view, but also to assist them in the employment 
of their own employees in their businesses. We have a vested interest in making sure that businesses in regional 
areas are sustainable because it costs us a lot more to relocate people from Perth to those regional areas to build 
our projects. We spend a substantial amount of time talking to councils, builders and suppliers in regional areas, 
and even community development groups that can offer land or other incentives.  
[2.40 pm] 
Mr G. WOODHAMS: By way of supplementary information, could I be provided with a list of local councils 
and organisations in regional Western Australia that the minister’s department has spoken to, as Mr Coles 
suggests?  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That would be a list of nearly all local governments in Western Australia.  
Mr G. WOODHAMS: If the minister believes that is the case, it would be interesting to see that list.  
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I do not know what the member is suggesting.  
Mr G. WOODHAMS: I am not suggesting anything. I am trying to work out what partnerships the Department 
of Housing and Works might be attempting to create with particular local councils. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: We would need to define exactly what the member wants. If he is talking about 
partnerships, that is probably putting too high a label on it. Discussions take place. It would be unfathomable to 
ask all the staff in the Department of Housing and Works who has been discussing things with local government 
authorities. I do not think that is reasonable. For example, I have participated in some discussions with the East 
Kimberley council in recent times. As Mr Coles pointed out, we have a very strong interest in ensuring that 
people are available to not only carry out building works in country areas but also look after the care and 
maintenance of government and other buildings so that the building industry in regions is sustained. In recent 
times we have had discussions with mining companies, and more recent discussions have related to places such 
as Port Hedland and Karratha. If we can sustain the flow of work in country towns, which includes building 
government schools and houses combined with building accommodation for mining companies for their workers 
or office accommodation, we can help an industry be sustained there. If we can do that, that is beneficial for us 
as a government and also for the communities. I do not think that asking for details of those discussions is an 
appropriate question for budget estimates.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I am not seeking any detail; I am simply seeking a list of local governments in Western 
Australia that the minister’s department may have had a discussion with. I am not even interested in what the 
discussion was about.  

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO: I refer to the second and fifth dot points on page 624 and the third dot point under “Major 
Initiatives For 2008-09” on page 625. There are references to the department’s apprenticeship scheme and 
graduate development program and the increased participation by the Indigenous population. Can the minister 
provide advice on what these programs have achieved and what they are aiming to achieve in 2008-09? More 
importantly, how will they seek to increase Indigenous participation?  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I am really proud of the work that the Department of Housing and Works has been doing 
on the apprenticeship scheme. We sought to get into the business of engaging with apprentices partly because we 
think it is the right thing to do for young people in this state and also because of the shortages in the building and 
construction industry and the need that we and the industry have for more apprentices and tradespeople into the 
future. The department’s apprenticeship program commenced in February 2006. We recruited the first 40 
apprentices in the following five trades areas in the metropolitan area: electrical, carpentry and joinery, plumbing 
and gasfitting, glazing and bevelling and refrigeration mechanical. In 2007 we expanded the partnerships for the 
group training organisations in the metropolitan area, but they are also now located in regional locations such as 
Port Hedland, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Peel and the south west region. I have met some of our apprentices 
in Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing and Albany. Obviously, Aboriginal people have been engaged in those areas. 
We have engaged six group training organisations to act as the employers of the department’s apprentices and 
trainees: the West Australian Group Training Scheme, MPA Skills, the Apprentice and Traineeship Company; 
South Metropolitan Youth Link and Kimberley Group Training. Since the program’s inception, we have 
expanded the trades areas to nine to include painting and decorating, tiling, plastering and bricklaying. In May 
this year the program reached its target of commencing 150 apprentices. However, due to the attrition of some of 
the apprentices for various reasons, the program is currently supporting 115 apprentices and trainees. Those 
people are not lost to industry. In many cases we found that the people we selected were then poached by 
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industry. Having involved our people in a selection process to choose some great people to take up these 
opportunities, some of them were poached by others.  

We are continuing to do more work in Halls Creek and Fitzroy Crossing. We are also proposing to develop 
programs in Kununurra, Derby and Broome and exploring possibilities of partnerships with technical and further 
education colleges in those areas to assist placing Indigenous people if they complete a pre-employment training 
program so that we can get Aboriginal people ready to take up the opportunities that our apprenticeship program 
provides. The other bonus will be—this is similar to what the member for Greenough was asking me—that if we 
can train Aboriginal people in those locations in the building trades areas, we then have a sustainable workforce, 
a workforce that can not only build and construct homes and buildings but also do the very important 
maintenance work. It is very difficult to get people with those trade skills in those regional areas. Hopefully, we 
will be able to expand the program and do more to encourage people, especially Indigenous people, to participate 
so that the building industry has a skilled workforce. 

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO: Once Aboriginals complete these apprenticeships, is there enough work to keep them in 
those locations or do they have to go to the bigger regional centres? I could not imagine that there would be 
enough work to keep them fully occupied in that region. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member has obviously not been there for a while. He should see the program. The 
high school is currently under construction. I am quite hopeful that with the commitment of the new federal 
government, we will be doing a lot of housing construction with it over the next few years.  

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO: It is great to train them up but if there is not enough work to keep them there, there is a 
problem.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Between private and public construction, there is more than enough work.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I refer to service 1 on page 623, which relates to government buildings. Can the minister 
inform me whether the department has any responsibility for the old cable station site in Cottesloe?  

[2.50 pm] 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I do not know anything about it. I think the answer is no. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will add further to that. I ask that the minister have it checked. The reason I ask is that 
the cable station building is occupied by the Department for Communities, but I doubt that the department 
actually owns it. I think it has a heritage listing on it, but my point, and the reason I raise this issue, is that it is an 
extremely valuable site that is virtually right on the beach. To me, it is a very much underutilised building that 
could either be sold or redeveloped and leased out for substantial returns to the state. I ask the minister whether 
she would be prepared to investigate the ownership of that site and determine whether it could be put to better 
use within the government. It would be an ideal tavern or restaurant. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: If it is satisfactory to the member for Cottesloe, I undertake to investigate that matter 
and write to him directly. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: I refer to the third dot point from the bottom of page 624. It refers to the commonwealth 
government’s Investing in Our Schools program, which is worth $75 million statewide over four years. What is 
this year’s portion of that $75 million? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: As the member is aware, this is a federally funded program under which schools are 
invited to apply for grants from the Department of Education, Science and Training. Up to $150 000 can be 
allocated per school. The grants for the final round have been announced. Today, the value of the work orders 
raised by the department and its private service arrangers in relation to this program stands at $35 million, of 
which $20 million has been completed. Projects typically include enclosure of school covered assembly areas, 
new playground equipment, shade structures and air cooling. I understand that the program has not received 
additional funding in this year’s federal budget. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS: What is the minister’s understanding of how this program will continue? I realise that 
the minister is the Minister for Housing and Works, and this question would possibly be more effectively asked 
of the Minister for Education and Training, but there is obviously an involvement by the Department of Housing 
and Works in providing the building work.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I am not aware of any additional money being allocated in the federal budget. If money 
is allocated, we will do the work, but at this stage I have no advice that more money will be allocated. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


